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Five Percent Youth Procedures

Introduction
Up to five percent of youth participants served by a Program Operator may be individuals who do not meet the income criteria for eligible youth, provided that they are within one or more of the following categories:
1. High school dropouts; 
2. Basic skills deficient;
3. Individuals that are one or more grade levels below the grade level appropriate to the age of the individuals; 
4. Individuals who are pregnant or parenting; 
5. Individuals with disabilities, including learning disabilities; 
6. Individuals who are homeless or runaway youth; or
7. Individuals who are offenders

Procedures
For a Youth to be considered under the five percent rule, the Youth Service Provider must make a formal written request to WIB staff and receive written approval prior to the youth being registered in VWC to receive program services.
WIA Youth Service providers are required to request permission in writing to enroll non-low income youth.  The written request must contain the following information:
Specific information about the applicant including; family size, income and barrier(s) as well as other characteristics that necessitate WIA intervention. The request should also explain the strategies and youth elements the Youth Provider will utilize to assist the youth in addressing the barrier(s).
The Workforce Investment Board staff will respond within seven days to all requests. The written determination from the WIB must be maintained with all other eligibility and assessment documents in the individual’s file. Enrollment is not permitted until receipt of approval from WIB staff.
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